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James Grant, with whom I made several pleasant excursions
about the country on horseback, thus varying our scenes
of amusement.

On the 17th of January 1773, the same four left Bath on
our return to Town, again stopping for the night at Marl-
borough, at the " White Hart," an Inn though not so
magnificently furnished as the cc Castle," in no way inferior
in respect to the fare, the wines, and attendants, their
claret being uncommonly good. While sitting at table over
this generous liquor my father said to Mr. Burke, "Come
now, Will, as all present are sincerely devoted to you, tell
us what is your true state at present with respect to India
Stock."

It is necessary here to premise that at this period a violent
struggle subsisted between two parties, both of great weight
and influence, relative to the affairs in India, the Chief on
one side being Lord Clive, on the other Mr. Laurence
Sullivan, who had long been in the habit of opposing each
other. Numerous individuals of fortune engaged in the
interests of these rivals for power, the contest, in fact,
being which of them should ride lord paramount over the
East India Company. Mr. William Burke was a Sullivanite.
The different manoeuvres adopted by the respective parti-
sans, the various and contrariety of reports mutually pro-
pagated for political purposes, frequently influenced, and to
a considerable extent, the value of the Stock. It had con-
sequently been foreseen that whichever party finally pre-
vailed the other must be involved in inextricable ruin.

To the question put, Mr. Burke replied :

" I will tell you, Joe, honestly and fairly. Here is a
letter," taking one from his pocket, " which I received from
my Broker this day, an hour before we left Bath, clearly
demonstrating that, was I now to retire, I could realise
eighty thousand pounds! "

Upon hearing this my father and Mr. Cane directly
exclaimed:

" Then, for God's sake, my dear Will, do so. Cut forth-
with without losing a day."